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RELIGION

‘Lord Give Us Johnny Cake’
promises to be fun, light and
a family-friendly read book 

B
ahamian author Ghan-
di Thompson is prepar-
ing to launch her first

book, “Lord, Give Us Johnny
Cake”, a book that promises
to be fun, light and a family-
friendly read. It’s a book she
promises will make you
smile, entertain and moti-
vate all at the same time.

“My book is a daily devo-
tional, similar to the daily
breads our parents read
when I was growing up,”
said Thompson. “So rather
than call the book a daily
bread, I decided to put a spin
on it and replace the word
“bread” with Johnny cake.

Contributing to Thomp-
son’s book were Ghalysa
Swann, Adam Johnson,
Keiran Roker, Joulle Dawkins,
Don and Madison Collie,
Katherine Beneby II, Brian
and Audra Bain, Latoya Han-
na and Melissa Butler.

Thompson is particularly
fond of the book’s introduc-
tion, which she says is very
transparent. Second to the
introduction, she said she is
excited about the writing of
17-year-old Ghalysa.

Thompson’s book launch
will take place on Saturday,
March 7 at 11 a.m. at Chapter
One Bookstore, Thompson
Boulevard.

Initially, when Thompson
started to write the book,
her vision was to write a
book for seniors, However,
many of the topics that
came to her were geared to-
ward teens and young adults.
She altered her plans and de-
cided to pen a book that
would appeal to any mem-
ber of the family including
children.

“To be honest it has been a
very smooth ride,” Thomp-
son said. “Initially, I chal-
lenged myself because I
wanted the book to be out
by the end of 2014. I was a lit-
tle disappointed after I real-
ized that I wouldn’t make
the initial deadline. I re-
grouped and prepared for a
second deadline. The second
deadline was unsuccessful
as well. I remained positive,
prayed and trusted God. If it
was him who inspired me to
write the book, then it
would be released in the full-
ness of time.”

Thompson never imag-

ined becoming an author. 
“I saw myself as a commer-

cial pilot and a few other
things, but an author didn’t
make my initial list of aspi-
rations,” she said. “Only re-
cently was I inspired to write.
I wanted to write about mar-
riage and somehow while
writing that book this one
came to me.”

The books that have influ-
enced her most are the “Holy
Bible”, “Ordering Your Pri-

vate World” by Gordon Mac-
Donald, “Instinct” by T.D.
Jakes, “Who Moved My
Cheese” by Spencer Johnson,
“Leadership Gold” by John
Maxwell and “Spiritual Lead-
ership” by J. Oswald Sanders.

With the release of her
first book days away, Thomp-
son is already writing anoth-
er two books, one of which
will be published later this
year.

“I meet people every day that
have stories that should be
shared,” she said. “I always
think what would the world be
like if everyone was afraid or
opted not to write. We would
have very little history, inven-
tions, movies, no formal way to
test people and the list goes on,”
she said.

Thompson urges Bahami-
ans to write. Doing so she
said is important to preserve
information, share experi-
ences and inspire others
through stories.
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I
t was 33 years ago that
Stephen Smith accepted
the Lord as his personal

savior during a crusade, but
it took another 10 years for
him to recognize the call of
God on his life. Today, he is
the new pastor at Ebenezer
Union Baptist Church in
Farmer’s Hill, Exuma.

Smith stepped up to the
pulpit of the 122-year-old
church upon the retirement
of his mentor Reverend Dr.
Irvin Clarke Sr. who had led
the Ebenezer family for 45
years. He vowed that he
would do his best to lead
with prayer, preach with pur-
pose, counsel with wisdom
from God and rebuke in love
at the church where he was
born and raised. It’s his cor-
nerstone church.

As he took up his leader-
ship role, Ebenezer’s newest
pastor promised that he
would lead with wisdom and
knowledge from God, that he
would be honest and full of
integrity and be a man of

good character. 
During his ordination, Rev-

erend Wilton McKenzie, su-
perintendent of the Bahamas
Baptist Union encouraged
Smith to run the race and to
look unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of his faith.

Smith was born to the late
Deacon Evans Smith and Dea-
coness Elsiemae Lloyd Smith,
is the second child of eight
children. His mother says her
son’s life was spared during a
vehicle accident in which she
and her driver received mi-
nor injuries, but Smith was
untouched. She said God
spared her son’s life, and
whenever there was a play or
drama production at church,
his mother said Smith would
always act as the preacher.
She says it’s a drama that has
become reality.

In fact the new preacher
escaped another near death
experience in 1999 when
7.200 volts of electricity
passed through his body. He
had to have more than 12
operations, due to being
burnt over 35 percent of his
body. His life lesson from
that incident was “God’s got

a way of getting your atten-
tion.” 

It was at that point that
he told God if he survived
that he would serve him for
the rest of his life.

Smith was ordained a
minister in October 2003.

The new preacher’s road
to the pulpit has been one
filled with many jobs — he
served as vice president of
the youth department; pres-
ident of the men’s fellow-
ship and member of the
evangelism committee of
the Exuma District Conven-
tion. He also served and
continues to serve as the ex-
ecutive chairman of Ebenez-
er’s Church Board.

In his quest to fulfill his
call to the work of the Lord,
Smith attended Boyce Bible
College and Southern Bap-
tist Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky from 2000 to 2002. 

Prior to leading his flock,
Smith became a certified
carpenter/joiner, he owned
a furniture-building store, a
licensed pilot, he owns his
own six-seat airplane.

He is married to Krivoy
Odessa Knowles-Smith.
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Reverend Wilton
McKenzie, left,
superintendent of the
Bahamas Baptist
Union, encourages
Ebenezer Union
Baptist Church Pastor
Stephen Smith to run
the race and to look
unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of his
faith, during his
ordination.


